by Mandy Stark Rogers

online. In 2083, Coconut Creek implemented
Hlexible work schedules and a four-
day work week at City Hall, saving
20 percent of commater time and
energy. And offices now are equipped
with recycling bins and energy-
efficient personal computers, In the
near future, the city alse will install
improved air infiltration systems
and provide more hive plants in
k. city-owned buildings,

“The City of Coconut
Creek has long recognized
the need for greater en-
vironmental awarengss

and the imporrance

of taking a leadership
role in protecting and
preserving our valuable
resourees,” said Scotr Sun-
dermeier, the citys public
works director. *Our em-
plovees and community take
grear pride and eagerly participare in all

rom reducing energy 10 conserving water

and saving trees — and everything in

hetween ~ Florida cities are “going
green,” When Pembroke Pines Mavor
Frank C. Ortis was sworn in as president
of the Florida Leagne of Cities fast An-
gust, he announced the platform for his
presidency: protecting our environ-
ment. He said that “as municipal
SOVErnments, we are in
the unigue position to
implement and coordi-
nate local initiarives thar
will lead to significant and
real reductions in energy
use and its impact on
global warming.”

Whether programs
already are in place or
new programs are on the
horizon, one thing s for sure:
Creating sustatnable cities and
communities is a priority for
many municipal goveraments in Florida, _
The City of Coconut Creek, for example, began its  of our efforts.”

campaign for environmental awareness in #ts own 6ffices. The City of Deland recently created a water-conserva-
City Hall now uses paper products and cleaning materials  tion rebate program for all new residential construction
that are either Green Seal Certified, recyclable or otherwise  and residential renovations. Based on the Flonda Water
environmentally friendly. To nse less water, the city installed  Star program, builders of single-family homes ma ¥ receive
low-flow toilets and waterless urinals. Many departmients  a 1S-percent rebate on water and sewer impact fees when
are going paperless by placing more functions and forms  they have met conservation criteria related to tandscaping,
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landscape irrigation and indoor conservation measures,
Criteria for landscaping relate to use of natural or existing
vegetation. Credit also is awarded for low-volume irrigation
and low or no irrigation. A third area of credit is for the use
of interior appliances that mtilize low water How. Crediz alse
15 available for nrerior fixeures such as hot water tanks that
are energy-cfficient and meet the Energy Star criteria,

Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU} partnered with a
home-tmprovement store 1o offer energy-efficient room air-
conditioning units to GRU electric customers in June 2007,
Customers were asked to bring in their old, mefficient units
for recycling, They paid a $20 fee for the brand-new unit.
GRU worked with staff from the City of Galnesville Public
Warks Department and che store to exchange 111 inefficient
reom AC uanits within two hours,

“We identified three neighborhoods in East Gainesville
and a West University Avenue public housing complex where
mast of the residents use room-AC units as the primary
way to cool their home,” said Amy Carpus, a conservation
analyst at GRU. *We gor the word out to them, and ar 6:40
a.m. on the day of the promotion, a line bad already formed
in front of the store. It was pouring down rain thar morning
too, so we were really enthusiastic abour the oo™

Gainesville also provides incentives under the Gainesville
Green Building Program ro encourage environmentally
friendly building. Some of the incentives include fast-rrack
permitting, and discounts on permitring. For example,
builders of green single-family homes receive a 25-percent
discount on permitting fees,

The City of Hollywood Green Team Advisory Commirtee,
a collaboration of 13 regular members and seven ex-officio
members from the public and privare sectors, was created
to guide the ciry’s efforts to reduce energy consumption and

greenhouse gas emissions. The commit-
ree was created by a resolution of the
mayor and City Commission in Sep-
rember 2006 o assist the commission
w identifying clitmate prorection targers
and recommending actions o help
achieve those targets. The committes
has recommendud certdfication through
the U5, Green Building Councils
Leadership in Energy and Environ-
menral Design (LEED)S Green Building
Rating System for new construction
and major renovation projects, and has
established residential recyvcling goals citywide,

The Ciy of North Port has made many efforss of its own
to “go greea” since 2007, To work wward becoming a
“Green City™ as designated by the Florida Green Building
Coatition, North Port added its first hybrid car to the city’s
Heet in 2007 and later purchased three more, In addizion,
the city creared an Environmental Services Division, which
is responsible for the environmental assessment of proposed
projects within the city, as well as providing public education
and community outreach programs. The division also works
with state and regional agencies to create management plans
and enforce state environmental regedadions, In addition, the
North Port City Commission adopted a resolution to begin
the process of becoming recognized as a “Green City.”

The City of Orlando has its own green initdative in the
works, In 2007, the city introduced Green Works Orlando,
its first comprehensive plan to pro-
tect natural resources. encourage
environmentally friendly Hfestvles
and business practices, and engage
gveryone who Hves, works and
visits Uentral Florida in the effort
to go green, Green Works Orlando
has five “pillars” thar serve as
the operational foundation of the
plan. They are:
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Safe digging is no accident.
Always call 811 before digging.

KNOW WHAT’ § BELOW|
| ALWAYS CALL 811
| BEFORE YOU DIG}

Csr}cemef:} about protecting
your burted ulilities? Tel vour
residents and customers to
always call 811 before digging.
H's the law. Visit
www.callsunshine.com to
order FREE oromotional items,
download television or radio
ads, and 1o access print ads for
your publications, Damage
prevention is everyone’s

responsibilily.

www.callsunshine.com

sunshine
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The City of Orlando is embracing environmental sustainability and social
responsibility into its collective organizational and comununity development
strategies,

“Green Works Orlando charts an ambitious course for us with the goal of mak-
ing Orlando one of the most environmentally friendly cities in America,” Orlando
Mayor Buddy Dyer said. “One of the chief responsibilisies of being an environ-
mentally consclous city 1s in the area of communication, We wanr to connect with
evervone who lives, works and visies our Central Florida home and show them
ways they can make a positive environmental impact at home or at work.”

The City of Stuart has begun its own strategy to raise residents” environmen-
tal awareness. On October 1, 2007, the city implemented a new single-stream
recveling program. Residents no longer need to separate recyclable materials,
All recyclables can be tossed into one blug, 68-gallon carr and wheeled to the
streer, making it easier for residents to participate in the program and increasing
Stwart’s average weekly recyeling tonnage by 236 percent. Stuare also adopeed
“Sammy Sailfish” as its recycling mascot, and plans 1o use it for all educational
amd promotional compaigns.

Meanwhile, in the Cily of Sunny isles Beach Governmenr Center, city em-
plovees are making every effort to help preserve thelr environment by recyeling
cardboard, newspaper, white office paper, commingles {tin caos, plastic contain-
ers, aluminum cans, erc.}, compact Huorescent lomps {most of the bulbs conain
mercury), elecrronic ballasts, ink carrridges and roner '

Finally, the Florida Green Building Coalition has designated the City of Tal-
labassee as a “Green City,” making it rhe second city in Florida to recetve the
honon The Green Local Government Standard designates Green Cities and Green
Counties for cutstanding environmental stewardship. Some of the most notable
minatives that contributed o this accompliishment are the city’s Green Fleet,
which includes abrermative-fuel vehicles such as biodiesel, compressed natural
eas and hybrid vehicles; educational prograrms thar heighten awareness among
city staff and local students; recvcling programs thar include curbside recycling

Cand creative recycling marketing strategies; and a varlety of energy and water

conservation initiatives.

Going green means carrying out simple solutlons, such as recyeling, as well
as taking on large-scale projects, such as building energy-efficient structures.
Whatever the case, Florida cities have raken steps ro make life berter for current
restdents and to ensure a clean, healthy and sustainable environment for genera-
tiems to come,

Mandy Rogers is advertising and publications specialist for the Florida League
of Cities, :




